Broads Authority
26 June 2009
Agenda Item No 22
Appointments for the Water Ski Stakeholder Panel 

Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety

	Summary:
This report seeks the appointment of an independent chairman and the proposal for a Broads Authority member for the Waterskiing Stakeholder panel.
Recommendations: 
(i)
That the Authority appoints the proposed Chairman set out in the section 2.4.
(ii)
That a Broads Authority member be appointed to the panel.


1
Background

1.1
The Broads Authority Bill, currently before parliament, seeks new powers to enable the Authority to better manage waterskiing and wakeboarding. A legal agreement between the Broads Authority, the Eastern Rivers Ski Club and British Water Ski sets out a process for implementing the provisions in the Bill by:
(a)
establishing a framework for involving interested parties in the Authority’s exercise of its new powers in the proposed Bill to regulate waterskiing and wakeboarding;

(b)
establishing a Stakeholder Panel whose remit is to review and advise the Authority on an appropriate management framework;
(c)
setting out the principles which the Authority will take into account in exercising these powers; and 

(d)
recording a common understanding of the definitions of waterskiing and wakeboarding.

1.2
Following the successful passage of the Broads Authority Bill through the committee stage in the House of Lords, officers are now considering the process for implementing the various provisions in the Broads Authority Bill.
1.3
Clauses 25 to 32 enable the Authority to regulate waterskiing and wakeboarding in the navigation area.
2
The Stakeholder Panel
2.1
The Stakeholder Panel referred to in the legal agreement will comprise one representative of each of the following:

· Independent Chair appointed by Broads Authority

· Broads Authority Member

· British Water Ski

· Broads Society

· Eastern Rivers Ski Club

· Eastern Sports Council

· Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association

· RSPB

· RYA.
2.2
Its role will be to receive and consider reports relating to waterskiing and wakeboarding and to make recommendations to the Broads authority on the implementation of the powers in the Bill relating to waterskiing and wakeboarding based on the latest empirical evidence and information.  

2.3
The Broads Authority is required to appoint an independent Chairman of this Stakeholder Panel.
2.4
It is proposed that Mr Ian White, former chairman of the 2007 Water-ski Review Panel, be appointed as the independent Chairman for the Waterskiing Stakeholder Panel.

2.5
Members are also requested to propose a Broads Authority member for the Stakeholder Panel.

2.6
Member organisations of the stakeholder panel have been consulted on the proposal and an update of their responses will be reported at the meeting. 
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